
 
 

  
 

March is
Developmental

Disability Awareness
Month 



    
   

     
     

     
   

    
  

What is National Developmental 
disabilities awareness month? 

National Developmental Disabilities Awareness 
Month (D.D.A.M.), observed throughout March, 
is a nationwide event to raise awareness about 
the inclusion of people with developmental 
disabilities and address the barriers that those 
with disabilities face. 



         
       

      
        

       
          

       
        

    

Inclusion is necessary since about 15% of the world’s 
population lives with a disability. D.D.A.M. is about 
understanding the relationship between the way 
people function and how they participate in society 
and making sure everybody has the same 
opportunities in every aspect of life to the best of 
their abilities. Find out why acceptance is a 
fundamental element of D.D.A.M. and what you can 
do to support this initiative. 



   

     

 
   

 
    

      

What is a disability? 

Disability awareness signifies educating society 
regarding disability and how we as individuals 
can bring about the necessary change. Learning 
acceptance is the fundamental approach to 
having an understanding of disability 
awareness, which can take place anywhere such 
as at home, school, workplace, and health 
institutes. 



    

     
       

        
       

           

Why is disability inclusion important? 

Disability inclusion means understanding the 
relationship between the way people function and 
how they participate in society and making sure 
everybody has the same opportunities to participate 
in every aspect of life to the best of their abilities and 
desires. 



     

       
 

   
  

 
     

 
 

What are the five developmental disabilities 

There are five types of developmental disabilities 
which include 

● Autism spectrum disorder (A.S.D.), 
● Cerebral palsy (C.P.) 
● Intellectual disability (I.D.) 
● Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (A.D.H.D.) 

and learning disabilities 
● Learning Disabilities 



   

      
     

  
    

         
 

Ways to show awareness! 

Wear orange 
Orange is a color symbolizing energy and 
positivity. It’s also the official color of 
Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month. 
One of the easiest ways to recognize D.D. 
Awareness Month is to invite your team to wear 
orange. So grab your orange attire, and let’s 
celebrate! 



   
  

 
     

      
        

        
     

   

Ways to show awareness! 
Share on social media 

Social media is a great way to connect with your 
community and raise awareness about 
developmental disabilities. By posting to your social 
media channels, you will amplify the voices of people 
with disabilities. Whether it is about inclusion in the 
workplace, the school, or the community, share it 
with your followers to spread awareness 



 
  

         
        

  
        

  
          

     

         
       

Four Important Facts about Developmental Disabilities 
1. When does it begin? 

Most developmental disabilities begin before a baby is born, but 
some can happen after birth because of injury, infection, or other 
factors. 

2. Over one billion 
About 15% of the world's population live with a disability. 

3. The numbers are increasing substantially 
More and more people are living with disabilities due to 
demographic change including population aging and the global 
increase in chronic health conditions. 

4. Inadequate healthcare 
Half of the people with disability cannot afford healthcare, 
compared to a third of people without disabilities. 



 

         
      
        

     
      

     

Why national developmental disabilities awareness 
month is important 

It seeks to stop bullying and stereotypes 

Bullying of students with special needs has become a 
serious and growing national problem. Some reports 
indicate that nearly 85% of students with special needs 
experience bullying. Stereotypes about people with 
disabilities contribute to the prevailing high 
unemployment rate among people with disabilities 



 

  
     

    
 

      
   
    

Why national developmental disabilities awareness 
month is important 

It fosters peer relationships 
D.D.A.M. is a time to create strategies and 
activities that help students better understand 
the needs and differences of their peers with 
disabilities. It helps to foster peer relationships 
and helps students develop empathy that can 
have positive outcomes for all students. 



 

  
          

    
     

      
    

       
        

Why national developmental disabilities awareness 
month is important 

It educates the community 
It is helpful to educate our community to be aware 
that developmental disabilities are not always 
evident. For example, some disabilities are visible — a 
person who uses a wheelchair or crutches to 
ambulate. Other disabilities — cognitive challenges 
that affect the way a person speaks, learns, or 
interacts with others are not easily recognized or 
noticeable. 



  Read Across America 
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Various Topics 
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Books that 
make us smile 

Books about 
family 

Books about 
important 
women 

Books that 
give a 

different 
perspective 

Books about 
fo d 

https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=JIyxqKS0wqk
https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=appVqJPYvCQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=VWiDX9pC-Kc
https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=7uqTAs2s0Ek
https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=93AiQ-LzX24
https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=C42zzXMoh_4
https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=Hpf-N_VcfCM
https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=tz8bV7Glycw
https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=XhSta_VcPes
https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=y5DLsKRztws
https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=O4mXp37DHgc
https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=NnEPl5z9HCk
https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=FmM8Ns1DOb0
https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=E28OmCrKTJ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=chRHpdwKdyo
https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=dImDtF4PDMQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=Ko2hM8fj8JU
https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=qRnzXuFwK2A
https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=LHAUiO6-ehs
https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=aIU-Wp-CNOs
https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=ZpsH9IrlAB0
https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=4APi8PLhJ8U
https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=tld3xRGzmr4
https://www.nea.org/professional-excellence/student-engagement/read-across-america
https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=lID8UYGAUQc
https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=CxdxMw1OvTw
https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=lKKouReasVo
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Thank you, Tutu Teacher for 
creating such a diverse 

and inclusive reading list 
for ALL children! 

Note: Two books from Tutu Teacher’s 
original list have been substituted for 
the purposes of linking them to read 

alouds. 
Gilat 

https://www.nea.org/professional-excellence/student-engagement/read-across-america
https://thetututeacher.com/
https://thetututeacher.com/


 Inclusion Bitmoji 
Slide 



https://youtu.be/r9mryuEKkKc
https://youtu.be/UcXnMiTd5VA
https://youtu.be/SDMFX1__K2U
https://video.link/w/HV5L?src=syt
https://youtu.be/TMJnjrokZeA
https://youtu.be/o62vknk2BAY
https://youtu.be/q4sGcaA6bFk
https://youtu.be/ZAKu6vzyMoY
https://youtu.be/E44zjYyxnWg
https://youtu.be/rJDKgo4arIs
https://youtu.be/yWOTlq4LXDM
https://youtu.be/Q9Xi5t7caMs
https://youtu.be/KDs5d_qFbEs
https://video.link/w/sIlzb
https://youtu.be/QhCoHZHnzrE
https://youtu.be/qfyn0vZrgDI
https://youtu.be/hiHVabACUSM
https://youtu.be/0sBPeJeSyPw

